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“A soaring
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BAZAAR ART 1 June 2017 Zhang Yi Fan

“He is worth $1Billion — A super collector who owns 250 masterpieces, 11 of which
are Rembrandts”

Dr. Thomas S. Kaplan always had a passion for the works of Rembrandt and his School.
The Leiden Collection, which he established together with his wife, has now become the
world’s largest collection of the 17" century Dutch Golden Age.

A Passion for Art Dating Back to his Childhood

Dr. Thomas S. Kaplan is an American entrepreneur who ranked 539" on the Forbes list
of billionaires. Fascinated by the works of Rembrandt ever since his childhood, the
delicate strokes of the master’s School left a profound impression on him. He now owns
some 250 paintings from the Dutch Golden Age.

When six-year-old Thomas Kaplan was taken to The Metropolitan Museum in New York
by his mother, he was immediately touched by the classical beauty of Rembrandt’s
paintings. This experience would greatly influence his collecting taste later in life.

But his love for Rembrandt did not end there. At the age of eight, Kaplan asked his
family to take him to Amsterdam because this is where Rembrandt lived. Yet he never
thought that, years later, he would be in a position to collect so many works by the Dutch
master, while promoting his creative spirit along the way. During family trips, young
Kaplan would always strive to further his interest in Flemish art, and these paintings
would become an important part of his life.

Kaplan studied in Switzerland in his early years. He went on to the University of Oxford,
where he earned Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral degrees in history. Kaplan wrote his
doctoral dissertation on the Malayan counterinsurgency and the manner in which
commodities influenced strategic planning. Although not directly linked to art, his
background in history greatly influenced his passion for Flemish art.

A Unique Collecting Concept

As Chairman of The Electrum Group LLC in New York, Kaplan focuses on the field of
natural resources — including investment, consulting, and asset management. The
Kaplans, who are leading advocates and major funders of global wildlife conservation,
have spent over $100 million on environmental protection over the past ten years. In
2006, the couple launched Panthera — an organization dedicated to safeguarding large
endangered cats and the ecosystems on which they depend.

When he was 41, Kaplan set off on the journey to collect Dutch art with his wife Daphne.
Prior to the couple’s decision to concentrate on paintings, Daphne had already established
an important collection of French and Italian modern design furniture from the 1940s and




1950s. Daphne’s passion and deep knowledge accumulated in the field of art proved an
ideal complement to her husband’s emerging collecting aspirations.

During the five most hectic years, the Kaplans would acquire on average one Dutch
master painting per week. At the peak of the frenzy, Thomas would buy two paintings a
day! In 2003, not long after they had acquired their first Rembrandt, the couple started to
lend these precious works anonymously to major art institutions around the world.
Instead of keeping their pieces to themselves, they chose to give the general public an
opportunity to enjoy these masterpieces.

Kaplan once declared: “When we first started collecting these works, we decided to lend
them to museums, which actually brings us more joy than hanging them on our walls.”
This discreet approach gave the Kaplans a unique platform, which led them to
unexpected results. Their preference is to share so that more people can experience art
and the enlightenment that it brings.

To date, only 35 works by Rembrandt are in the hands of private collectors. Kaplan has
11 of them. He also owns the only work by Johannes Vermeer in private hands, Young
Woman Seated at a Virginal. This piece was painted on a cloth from the same batch as
The Lacemaker, which is held at the Louvre.

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2014,
becoming one of the best-selling novels in the world. The cover of the book represents
the iconic painting by Rembrandt’s student Carel Fabritius. Because of Fabritius’ early
death, and the destruction of his studio in an explosion, very few of his works still exist.
Only 13 pieces have been preserved.

Hagar and the Angel is the only privately owned work by Fabritius, and it belongs to the
Kaplans. The painting was owned by Austrian royalty for almost two centuries, at which
time it was attributed to Rembrandt. During the cleaning process, Fabritius’ signature was
brought to light, resulting in a formal attribution.

From Nothing to The Leiden Collection

From the very beginning, the Kaplans wanted to share. What drove them to collect indeed
was not the desire to own or to keep masterpieces to themselves. They held that ethos
from the very first loan of their Rembrandt School pieces that they made to the Getty
Center.

As their collection grew, the couple came up with the idea of creating a catalogue of their
works and started to establish what would later become The Leiden Collection. They
named it after the hometown of Rembrandt, as a tribute to the master. There are now over
250 oil paintings and drawings of 17" century Dutch art in this collection.

Over the past decade, The Leiden Collection grew considerably — in terms of the number
of works acquired, but also in their intrinsic quality and rarity. It is now the largest




private collection of Dutch Golden Age art in the world. The Collection not only reflects
the glorious period of Rembrandt, but also sheds light on the artistic styles of five
generations of artists and how they shaped the Golden Age through their choice of
themes and the personalities of their characters.

This truly represents an unprecedented attempt. The Leiden Collection comprises
historical, portrait, and genre paintings from the Dutch Golden Age from every angle.
The size of the collection can only be surpassed by a handful of national museums.
Because the number of works owned by private collectors continues to decline, as a
private collection, The Leiden Collection will be hard to replicate.

The sheer size of the collection is constantly encouraging the Kaplans to think about the
meaning of collecting, and to redefine and expand the notion of sharing. As a result, the
couple has created the one and only private “Lending Library”.

The purpose behind the creation of this “Lending Library” was to provide access to the
collection but it also focused on spreading the core values of the Golden Age. The Leiden
Collection works with curators and heads of over 40 museums to maintain close
relationships and provide support for their short, special, or long-term exhibitions.

Kaplan has been studying history from a young age, which significantly influenced his
collecting taste. Many of the paintings he owns are highly narrative historical works. The
stories in these pictures link ancient and modern societies, while covering many of
Western civilization’s central themes. This is of great significance to him.

Debut at The Louvre

Earlier this year, The Leiden Collection brought a special selection of works to the
Louvre. This constituted the first public exhibition of these pieces and the debut of
Rembrandt’s privately held works. An increasing number of people will now have the
opportunity to enjoy these authentic works from the Dutch Golden Age. Out of the 30 or
so oil paintings and sketches from this special exhibition on the Dutch Golden Age, 11
were produced by Rembrandt.

Most of the works on display have never appeared before the French public. The
curatorial team of the Louvre has designed an exhibition that includes portraits and
historical paintings, recreating the infinite creativity of the Dutch Golden Age and paying
tribute to the history of art.

Kaplan once said: “Through the lens of history, the best gift that we can dedicate to
Rembrandt and those most cherished artists is to stimulate the public interest for their
global heritage worldwide. This is not limited to the art collection only. Our aspiration is
to help more people appreciate the significance of these ancient art masterpieces, as the
foundation of Western civilization and universal values.”

On June 17, viewers in China will have the opportunity to feast their eyes, immersing




themselves in the world of Rembrandt and his School. Together with the National

Museum of China, The Leiden Collection will present over 70 works, which is twice the
amount of works that were exhibited in the Louvre.

Rembrandt and His Time: an Exhibition by The American Leiden Collection
Location: The National Museum of China
Time: June 17- September 3, 2017




