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“The Dutch Heights” 

 

The exhibition “The Age of Rembrandt and Vermeer: Masterpieces of The Leiden Collection” 

will open on 28 March at The Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, featuring over 80 works that 

have never been exhibited in Russia. These include paintings by Rembrandt van Rijn, Vermeer, 

and other 17
th
 century Dutch masters. 

 

The Dutch Masters 

 

The exhibition “The Age of Rembrandt and Vermeer: Masterpieces of The Leiden Collection”, 

featuring over 80 works that have never been exhibited in Russia, will open at The Pushkin State 

Museum of Fine Arts on March 28. It includes paintings by Rembrandt, Vermeer, Carel Fabritius, 

Frans Hals, and other 17
th
 century Dutch artists. 

 

The Leiden Collection comprises over 250 works in total, embracing five generations of artists 

who belong to the Dutch Golden Age. The Collection’s owners are husband and wife, Thomas 

Kaplan and Daphne Recanati-Kaplan, from New York. Their interest mainly revolves around 

Rembrandt and his school – hence the reason why the Collection was named after the city of 

Leiden, where the master was born and began his career. Thomas Kaplan has managed to acquire 

most of the works by Rembrandt which appeared on the international market in the 21
st
 century. 

 

Kaplan first saw a painting by Rembrandt when he was six years old and, as the collector recalls, 

was deeply touched. Two years later, when asked by his parents where he would like to go on 

holiday, Kaplan answered immediately “Amsterdam!” – the city where Rembrandt reached the 

peak of his glory and where his memorial house rests. Having created his wealth from 

investments in the mining industry, Thomas Kaplan has managed to assemble, over a short period 

of time (15 years), and according to the exhibition’s curators, a collection of works by Dutch 

masters of truly exceptional artistic value. Among those, several paintings by Rembrandt as well 

as works by Frans Hals and Vermeer deserve a special mention. The Kaplan spouses’ collection 

also includes pieces by Leiden artists who embodied the so-called fine painting school 

(fijnschilder): Gerrit Dou, Jan Steen, Frans van Mieris and others. In 2017, the Leiden Collection 

was exhibited in Paris, Beijing, and Shanghai, albeit on a smaller scale than in Moscow. 

 

Among the works by Rembrandt on display at The Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts is 

Minerva (1635), whose authorship was disputed until the late 20
th
 century. In 1989, however, a 

group of Amsterdam art experts and scientists, known as the Rembrandt Research Project, 

identified the Dutch master as the painting’s unequivocal author. 

 

Another masterpiece of the Leiden Collection that can be seen at the exhibition is Vermeer’s 

Young Woman Seated at a Virginal (1670-1672). As of today, Vermeer’s legacy comprises 34 

known works that are clearly attributed as originals – not one of which currently belongs to a 

Russian museum or gallery. 
 

 


