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Al Jazirah 15 February 2019 Mohammed Al-Muneef

“Louvre Abu Dhabi exhibits the most famous works by Rembrandt, Vermeer and the
Dutch Golden Age”

The show combines masterpieces that have been coveted by the world’s leading museums

I would have never dreamed of seeing, in my lifetime, such a remarkable collection of paintings by
Rembrandt — the Dutch artist that I have long considered to be my “teacher”, ever since my art studies at
the Institute of Art Education, and whose work I am deeply attached to. In fact, throughout the 1980s, I
based most of my work on the use of light as an attempt to emulate (or at least so I believed) the creative
approach of this global artist. The Rembrandt exhibition being hosted at Louvre Abu Dhabi brought
back these memories. I was honored to attend its opening on behalf of Al-Jazirah, alongside several
other Arab and international journalists. The show comprises a selection of the master’s most
magnificent works, proudly exhibited by Louvre Abu Dhabi. Rembrandt’s style has been a source of
true wonder and indeed has been the subject of significant research.

These moments took me back to the time when I was learning about this singular genius. My education
covered many of Rembrandt’s secrets and abilities, including those pertaining to his technique — chief
among them his use of colors. Several scientific studies have documented his use of lead powder when
preparing colors — a practice that set him apart from the rest of his generation. Other analyses have
shown that the master deliberately modified his paint materials.

Rembrandt, Vermeer and the artists from the Dutch Golden Age

The current show is being organized by Louvre Abu Dhabi, The Leiden Collection, the Louvre Museum,
and Agence France Muséums. It represents the largest ever exhibition of works from the 17" century
Dutch Golden Age to be held in the Arabian Gulf and will run until May 18. The show comprises 95
paintings, including over 20 works by Rembrandt and his workshop. It spans the master’s artistic career
in the Dutch cities of Leiden and Amsterdam, as well as his relationship with friends and rivals —
including Johannes Vermeer, Jan Lievens, Ferdinand Bol, Carel Fabritius, Gerrit Dou, Frans van Mieris,
and Frans Hals.

Notable paintings in the Dutch Golden Age exhibition

Visitors can admire several outstanding works, including The Lacemaker (Louvre) and Young Woman
Seated at a Virginal (The Leiden Collection) — both painted by Johannes Vermeer on canvas cut from
the same bolt of cloth, and which are being exhibited side by side for the first time in 300 years. The
show also features the Louvre Abu Dhabi’s latest acquisition — a work by Rembrandt entitled Head of a
young man, with clasped hands: Study of the figure of Christ — and The Leiden Collection’s Bust of a
Bearded Old Man. The latter is shown for the first time in the padded box specially created at the request
of its former owner, the renowned American businessman and philanthropist Andrew W. Mellon.

The Dutch Golden Age refers to a short period of the seventeenth century when the newly-formed Dutch
Republic, which had just gained independence from the Spanish crown, was considered to be the most
prosperous country in Europe — particularly due to extraordinary advances in the realms of trade,
science, and the arts. Indeed, international trade led by the Dutch East India Company, together with
military developments and great progress in the arts and science, gave the Lowlands — the northwestern
coastal region made of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg — a significant advantage throughout
Europe and the world during that era.




The journey and historical biography of Rembrandt and Vermeer

As explained in the exhibition’s press release, Rembrandt van Rijn and Johannes Vermeer stood at the
forefront of a new artistic movement that aimed to portray man and his daily life in a more realistic way.
The exhibition traces Rembrandt’s artistic journey through a series of famous paintings depicting the
senses. These works illustrate the young artist’s creativity and skill in drawing features and expressions
— a constant from his time in Leiden through to his days in Amsterdam where he created, among others,
the famous and highly detailed self-portrait, Self-Portrait with Shaded Eyes, as well as Minerva in Her
Study, the celebrated painting of the goddess (both works belong to The Leiden Collection). These
paintings are being displayed alongside other works by some of the greatest artists from Rembrandt’s
circle, providing a fascinating window into how this group influenced one another’s work.

Commentary about the exhibition

In its preparatory phase, the exhibition received the praises of several officials from the Government of
Abu Dhabi, Louvre Abu Dhabi, and the Louvre in Paris. His Excellency Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak,
Chairman of the Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi, declared: “Since its opening, Louvre
Abu Dhabi has been very successful in drawing attention to the growing culture of museums. This
project also reinforces our strong friendship with France, as well as our partnerships with various
international cultural institutions. This year, the UAE celebrates tolerance as a basis for openness and
cultural exchange. Within this framework, the ‘Rembrandt, Vermeer and the Dutch Golden Age’
exhibition underscores the importance of cultural exchange, which transcends geographical boundaries
and reflects the place of human creativity in the pulsating heart of history. This is particularly true given
that this show represents the largest display of works by the Dutch masters ever to be organized in the
Gulf.”

In addition, Manuel Rabaté, Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi, shared: “Louvre Abu Dhabi is opening this
year of international exhibitions with the show ‘Rembrandt, Vermeer and the Dutch Golden Age.
Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre’. We are also delighted to offer
visitors the first opportunity to view the museum’s latest acquisition — a work by Rembrandt entitled
Head of a young man, with clasped hands. Study of the figure of Christ.”

Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of the Louvre, added: “The diversity of people who visit Louvre
Abu Dhabi — coming from the UAE, Europe, India and many other countries, along with the wonder that
one can observe on their faces as they tour the museum, are beautiful reflections of the museum’s
commitment to present the history of global art.”




