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Al Ittihad 13 February 2019 Ashraf Juma

“Louvre Abu Dhabi Exhibits Masterpieces of Dutch Art”

The exhibition opens tomorrow and coincides with the 350" anniversary of Rembrandt’s death.

As of tomorrow art lovers will be able to see an exhibition at Louvre Abu Dhabi featuring some of the
most beautiful paintings from the Dutch Golden Age — including Vermeer’s The Lacemaker (property of
the Louvre) and Young Woman Seated at a Virginal (property of The Leiden Collection), which were
painted on pieces of canvas cut from the same bolt. These two works will be shown side by side for the
first time in 300 years at the exhibition “Rembrandt, Vermeer and the Dutch Golden Age. Masterpieces
from The Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre.” The show is organized by Louvre Abu Dhabi,
The Leiden Collection, the Louvre, and Agence France Muséums — until May 18™.

The exhibition presented yesterday at a press conference at Louvre Abu Dhabi is considered to be the
largest show of 17" century Dutch Golden Age paintings ever organized in the Arabian Gulf. It features
some 20 works by Rembrandt and his workshop. The show coincides with the 350" anniversary of
Rembrandt’s death, highlighting the master’s artistic career in the Dutch cities of Leiden and
Amsterdam, as well as his relationship with friends and rivals — including Johannes Vermeer, Jan
Lievens, Ferdinand Bol, Carel Fabritius, Gerrit Dou, Frans van Mieris, and Frans Hals.

A focus on tolerance

H.E. Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi,
declared: “Since its opening, Louvre Abu Dhabi has been very successful in drawing attention to the
growing culture of museums. This project also reinforces our strong friendship with France, as well as
our partnerships with various international cultural institutions. This year, the UAE celebrates tolerance
as a basis for openness and cultural exchange. Within this framework, the ‘Rembrandt, Vermeer and the
Dutch Golden Age’ exhibition underscores the importance of cultural exchange, which transcends
geographical boundaries and reflects the place of human creativity in the pulsating heart of history. This
is particularly true given that this show represents the largest display of works by the Dutch masters ever
to be organized in the Gulf.”

Manuel Rabaté, Director of Louvre Abu Dhabi, shared: “Louvre Abu Dhabi is opening this year of
international exhibitions with the show ‘Rembrandt, Vermeer and the Dutch Golden Age. Masterpieces
from The Leiden Collection and the Musée du Louvre’. We are also delighted to offer visitors the first
opportunity to view the museum’s latest acquisition — a work by Rembrandt entitled Head of a young
man, with clasped hands: Study of the figure of Christ.” He added: “The show is being held in
conjunction with an extensive program of cultural events that emphasizes the museum’s commitment to
highlighting significant moments in human history, as part of its mission to become a center for global
cultural exchange.”

Global art

Jean-Luc Martinez, President-Director of the Louvre, said: “The diversity of people who visit Louvre
Abu Dhabi — coming from the UAE, Europe, India and many other countries, along with the wonder that
one can observe on their faces as they tour the museum, are beautiful reflections of the museum’s
commitment to present the history of global art. With its fifth exhibition, Louvre Abu Dhabi presents the
finest works from the magnificent Leiden Collection, alongside masterpieces from the Dutch collections




of the Musée du Louvre — including Vermeer’s The Lacemaker. Assembled by Thomas Kaplan and his
spouse Daphne Recanati Kaplan, The Leiden Collection is utterly unique: it has toured the world,
travelling from Paris to Abu Dhabi via Shanghai and Saint Petersburg. In Abu Dhabi, visitors will be
able to contemplate several works by Rembrandt and his artistic circle, numerous exceptional examples
of ‘fine painting’ by the Leiden School, as well as two Vermeers — enabling visitors to grasp the
contribution of Dutch culture to the history of European and international painting.”

Shared values

Thomas Kaplan, Founder of The Leiden Collection, declared: “My family considers Louvre Abu Dhabi
to represent the single most important cultural initiative of our generation — and this exhibition of
treasures to be our greatest ‘passion project’. By bringing The Leiden Collection to Abu Dhabi in
collaboration with the Louvre, we gratefully honor our deep relationship with France as well as our
profound partnership with the Emirates, the shared values of which extend from wildlife conservation to
preserving endangered cultural heritage. We also pay homage to the genius of Rembrandt and Vermeer,
whose transcendent influence and illuminating insights continue to inspire artists and the public across
the globe and right up to the present time. More than any other painter’s legacy, we believe Rembrandt’s
ability to touch the soul represents a uniquely fitting expression of this visionary Franco-Emirati project
seeking to promote tolerance and the common civilization of mankind.”

Deep roots

Blaise Ducos, Chief Curator of Dutch and Flemish paintings at the Louvre, observed: “One sometimes
hears that the Old Masters are no longer in fashion, that they represent the past, and that our time is in
need of something new. Yet, this insinuates that our present has no roots — a statement that disregards
any idea of historic continuity. Seventeenth-century Holland is, in many ways, a pioneer of our world:
Rembrandt, like Vermeer, continues to be the living source of a puzzling creativity.”

Lara Yeager-Crasselt, Curator of The Leiden Collection, explained: “The exhibition ‘Rembrandt,
Vermeer and the Dutch Golden Age’ traces two main narratives — Rembrandt’s development as an artist,
as seen through The Leiden Collection’s 15 works by the artist, and the development of genre painting in
17" century Holland. When brought together with important selections from the Louvre’s collections,
these works — created by artists who were known for their meticulous painting — offer visitors a
distinctive glimpse into the dynamics of artistic exchange that shaped the art of the Dutch Golden Age.”

Art tour

After the press conference, journalists were invited to tour the exhibition. The first hall introduces the
era of the Dutch Golden Age — “At the Heart of the Dutch Golden Age” — and features several objects. It
is followed by 5 sections: “Extraordinary Beginnings: Rembrandt van Rijn in Leiden;” “The Center of
the Golden Age: Rembrandt in Amsterdam;” “Fine Painting in Leiden: Gerrit Dou, Frans van Mieris,
and their Contemporaries;” “Picturing Everyday Life in the Dutch Republic;” and “Historical Lessons
and Tales of Morality.” Works by Rembrandt on display include Head of a young man, with clasped
hands: Study of the figure of Christ and Bust of a Bearded Old Man.

The exhibition traces Rembrandt’s artistic journey through a series of renowned paintings depicting the
senses. These works illustrate the young artist’s creativity and skill in drawing features and expressions
— a constant from his time in Leiden through to his days in Amsterdam where he created, among others,
the famous and highly detailed Self-Portrait with Shaded Eyes, as well as Minerva in Her Study (both
works belong to The Leiden Collection). These paintings are being displayed alongside other works by
some of the greatest artists from Rembrandt’s circle, providing a fascinating window into how this group
influenced one another’s work.




