
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Historiek February 13, 2023  

Never before have so many Vermeers been on display together. The great Vermeer 

exhibition in the Rijksmuseum. 

Few people will have missed that the great Johannes Vermeer exhibition opened its doors in 

the Rijksmuseum last week. More than 200,000 tickets have already been sold. Sales have even 

been temporarily halted. The massive attention is not that surprising. After all, never before 

have so many of Vermeer’s paintings been on display together. 

It has been nearly thirty years since the last great exhibition on Vermeer was shown in the 

Netherlands. This exhibition at the Mauritshuis took place in 1996. At the time, twenty-two 

paintings by the seventeenth-century Delft master were brought together, and 450,000 visitors 

found their way to the museum. It is therefore still the most visited exhibition in the history of 

the museum in The Hague. 

28 pieces 

The Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam is devoting a retrospective exhibition to the seventeenth-

century master for the first time in its history. The museum has four of Vermeer’s paintings in 

its collection, including The Milkmaid and The Little Street. The museum has managed to 

bring together a total of twenty-eight pieces for the exhibition. Seven of these paintings have 

been on display in the Netherlands for the very first time for more than two centuries. 

The seven works that have not been on display in the Netherlands for centuries: 

- Girl Reading a Letter at an Open Window (Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister (Old Masters 

Picture Gallery), Dresden) 

- The Matchmaker (Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister (Old Masters Picture Gallery), 

Dresden) 

- Girl Interrupted at Her Music (The Frick Collection, New York) 

- Lady and Maid (The Frick Collection, New York) 

- The Glass of Wine (Gemäldegalerie (Picture Gallery), Berlin) 

- Lute Player (The Metropolitan, New York) 

- Young Woman Seated at a Virginal (The Leiden Collection, New York) 

That the Rijksmuseum has brought together so many of Vermeer’s paintings can safely be 

called an achievement. After all, for all the loaning museums, Vermeer’s paintings are among 

the top pieces in the collection. For this reason, they are rarely loaned out. So, it is also 

extraordinary that Girl with a Pearl Earring. 

Themes 

Vermeer’s paintings are presented in all ten rooms of the Philips Wing. Using eleven themes, 

the museum aims to offer visitors a better understanding of Vermeer’s art. These include his 



early ambitions, first interiors, the balance between the outside and inside world, the letters, 

the musical enticements, his view of the world, and his inner values. 

In the run-up to the exhibition, extensive research had been done into the Delft artist. This has 

yielded new insights into, among others, his social position, his contacts with artists and other 

people from his environment, and the influence of his faith on his work. 

Catholic influence 

For example, recent historical art research shed new light on the influence of the Catholic 

Jesuit order in Delft on the originally Protestant Vermeer. According to researchers, this 

influence was more significant than previously assumed. The Rijksmuseum: 

“The research makes it plausible, among others, that Vermeer was introduced to the camera 

obscura through the Jesuits, an instrument that allowed a representation to be projected onto 

a wall or screen after which it could be studied.” 

The inventory after his death shows that Vermeer pursued a Catholic household at home. In 

the house where he lived with his Catholic wife, mother-in-law, and numerous children, there 

was a room with a large painting on the wall depicting the crucifixion of Christ and, next to it, 

a painting depicting Saint Veronica with the sweat cloth of Christ. Vermeer lived with his 

family at the Oude Langendijk in the Papenhoek district of Delft. The fifteen children, four of 

whom died in infancy, were all raised Catholic. Among them were a Francis and an Ignatius, 

named after the founder of the Jesuits, Ignatius of Loyola. 

Technical research 

In collaboration with the Mauritshuis and the University of Antwerp, the Rijksmuseum has 

also conducted extensive technical research on the seven Vermeer paintings in Dutch 

possession. This provided greater insight into Vermeer’s working methods, his artistic choices, 

and his search for the perfect composition. In the run-up to the exhibition, it was discovered, 

for example, that the artist originally painted a rack of jugs behind the famous milkmaid and 

that they also succeeded in making the black sketch visible for the first time. 

Publications 

A catalog, simply titled Vermeer, will be published to accompany the exhibition in 

Amsterdam. A second publication, Johannes Vermeer. Faith, Light and Reflection specifically 

revolve around the research into the influence of the Jesuit order on the artist’s work.  

 


