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A spring filled with Dutch masters 

Starting in February, there are three major exhibitions focusing on Dutch paintings of the 17th 

century: two in Amsterdam and one in Delft. 

Vermeer in the Rijksmuseum 

Never before have so many paintings by Johannes Vermeer been gathered together as in the 

Vermeer exhibition at Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum. Twenty-eight of the painter’s 37 known 

pieces are on display at this exhibition, seven of which have never been exhibited in the 

Netherlands before. 

From abroad this includes the Girl Reading a Letter at an Open Window, recently restored 

(Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister (Old Masters Picture Gallery, Dresden), and all three Vermeers 

from the Frick Collection in New York, namely the Lady and Maid, the Girl Interrupted at 

Her Music and The Soldier and the Laughing Girl. 

The Rijksmuseum has recently done a lot of research into Vermeer’s work. For example, it 

was discovered that he had once wanted to paint a wall rack with jugs on the now white 

background of The Milkmaid and a fire basket in the foreground. 

Vermeer and Delft, Museum Prinsenhof 

As a painter, Vermeer is inextricably linked to Delft, where he was born in 1632 and died in 

1675. His life and work in this city are the subjects of an exhibition at Museum Prinsenhof, 

which can be seen in parallel with that at the Rijksmuseum. 

The bustling Delft of the 17th century is presented through documents, objects, and art pieces 

from Vermeer’s immediate surroundings. One of the highlights is the painting The 

Matchmaker by Dirck van Baburen, which may have been owned by Vermeer’s mother-in-

law, where he lived. The canvas is reflected on Vermeer’s Lady seated at the harpsichord. 

Vermeer was by no means the only painter active in Delft. The exhibition, therefore, includes 

pieces by many other masters who worked in the city for long or shorter periods, including Jan 

Steen, Gerard Houckgeest, Cornelis de Man, Anthonie Palamedesz, Maria van Oosterwijck, 

and Pieter de Hooch. Their artwork shows the artistic climate in which Vermeer was formed as 

an artist. 

Rembrandt and contemporaries, Hermitage 

In 2003, the American investor Thomas S. Kaplan and his wife, Daphne Recanati Kaplan, 

started collecting Dutch paintings from the 17th century. The Leiden Collection currently 

comprises of 250 paintings, making it one of the largest and most important private 

collections. Thirty-five history paintings from this collection are on display at the Hermitage in 

Amsterdam this spring. 

Among them are two pieces by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-’69). He was convinced that a 

master painter must also be a history painter and shows this here, among others, with his 

portrait of Minerva in Her Study (1635), an impressive painting (138 x 116.5 cm) of the 

goddess of wisdom. In contrast, there is the tiny painting Bust of a Bearded Old Man (1633), 



measuring only 10.6 x 7.2 cm. The remaining pieces are by painters associated with 

Rembrandt, such as Pieter Lastman, Ferdinand Bol (1616-’80), and Arent de Gelder. 

 


