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Children Learn From Great Painter Rembrandt at the Hermitage 

Amsterdam - Only a short walk from the recently reopened Rembrandthuis in Amsterdam, the 

Hermitage is also dedicated to the work of the master painter. 

No larger than a post card, his most important work is in this collection. “The Leiden Collection” is on 

exhibit at the Hermitage Amsterdam through August 27, and it includes two works of Rembrandt. The 

“Bust of a Bearded Old Man” is only 10.6 by 7.2 centimeters, but precisely in this miniature drawing 

does the entire virtuosity of the master come to light. Opposite the 1633 portrait of the bearded man, 

the “Minerva” (1635) has an absolutely breathtaking effect. The 138 x 116.5 centimeter work seems 

more like a real Rembrandt; after all, the master painter generally tended towards lavish formats. The 

“Minerva” was the first large portrait by the master. 

35 pieces make up “The Leiden Collection”. Besides the two Rembrandt pieces, works from his 

teacher, Pieter Lastman, can also be viewed as well as those from his students, Ferdinand Bol and 

Arent de Gelder, and his Baroque painter colleague, Frans van Mieris. Caspar Netscher and Jan Steen 

can also be viewed. 

So that the art from almost 400 years ago does not come across as outdated, but that it can display its 

force of attraction in the here and now, the Hermitage is opened for children. School classes come to 

the impressive building on the Amstel river every day in order to learn from the greatest painter of his 

time during the children’s art class. “Every child can try it out themselves in a workshop. And when we 

discover a talent, it will be supported,” says Curator Dr. Birgit Boelens. 

 


