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These eighteen Rembrandts are on display together for the first time 

 

Seventy-five paintings from one of the largest privately owned collections of Dutch Masters 

in the world will be on display tomorrow at the H'ART Museum. Highlights are the 

eighteen Rembrandts, which have never been on display together before. We already took 

a look -- of course together with our home art historian Sabry Amroussi. 

 

Portraits of wealthy citizens, men playing cards, and women reading are used to depict daily life 

and the residents of 17th century Amsterdam. Rembrandt’s eighteen works from The Leiden 

Collection are the focus of the exhibition. 

 

'Wemwrandt' 

 

The collection is owned by the French-American businessman and collector Thomas Kaplan. 

"My love of Rembrandt took root at the Metropolitan Museum in New York when I was six 

years old," he recalls today at the H'ART Museum. 

 

Modern art did not interest him in the least. “When my mother took me to the Museum of 

Modern Art and I saw a white canvas with a red line on it for the first time, I crossed my arms 

and shook my head. Because I was missing two front teeth, I lisped: “Take me back to the 

Wemwrandt.” 

 

Lost 

 

Take Rembrandt's 'Self-portrait with Shaded Eyes' from 1634. “He shows himself with his 

mustache and an old-fashioned costume with a beret,” says art historian, Sabry Amroussi. That 

was old-fashioned even then, but he tries to show himself as a good businessman. 

 

As a novice artist, Rembrandt painted the five senses. Three of those are now exhibited. 

Amroussi: "One is from the Museum De Lakenhal in Leiden and another one is lost. So if you 

ever encounter a small painting with the allegory of taste: give me a call." 

 

And for those who do not like Rembrandt, don’t worry: there are 25 other artists on display, 

including Gerrit Dou, Frans Hals, and Johannes Vermeer. The exhibition 'Van Rembrandt tot 

Vermeer' [From Rembrandt to Vermeer] will be on display at the H'ART Museum from April 9 

through August 24. 

 


