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Exhibition Masterpieces from Rembrandt to Vermeer in Amsterdam 

 
Amsterdam celebrates its 750th anniversary and receives a very special gift. One of the 
largest private collections displays its treasures. Rembrandt & Co. return home. 

Amsterdam receives a special anniversary gift: To celebrate the Dutch capital’s 750th 
anniversary, the renowned private collection Leiden Collection presents 75 paintings by 17th 
century masters, including 18 works from Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669). 
 
The exhibition “From Rembrandt to Vermeer” starts on Wednesday at the H’ART Museum. It 
illustrates people and their everyday lives in the 17th century during the time of Rembrandt. 

Life in the 17th Century 
 
The works of 27 painters in total form a colorful kaleidoscope of urban life in the 17th century. 
Painters portrayed themselves and prosperous citizens, showing them with their families, the 
clothes they wore, what they served at the dinner table, or what they did in their free time. 
 
However, the artists also painted character studies of people from other societal groups—in the 
market, in pubs, or in their homes 

18 Rembrandts 
 
The exhibition focuses on 17 Rembrandt paintings and on one drawing. In 1630, the Dutch 
master came to Amsterdam from Leiden and experienced his most successful times. 
 
The American businessman, Thomas Kaplan, has been fascinated by Rembrandt since his 
childhood. And that love, as he said in Amsterdam, became the basis for his collection. He also 
named it after the painter’s birthplace. The Leiden Collection is one of the most important 
private collections of 17th century Dutch paintings . 

Highlight: Vermeer 
 
Also featured are Rembrandt’s contemporaries such as Ferdinand Bol, Govaert Flinck, Frans 
Hals, or Jan Steen. A highlight, however, is the painting by Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675) “A 
Young Woman Seated at the Virginals”. This is the only privately owned painting by the Delft 
painter. 

 


