
https://www.mediainfogroep.nl/


 

 

Barneveldse Krant.nl April 9, 2025 N/A 

 

Unique collection of Rembrandts 

 

H’ART shows eighteen works 

AMSTERDAM (ANP) Thanks to Mayor Femke Halsema, the celebration of Amsterdam 750 

years get added luster with an exhibition of eighteen works by Rembrandt. 

During lunch with director Annabelle Birnie from the H’ART Museum and French-American 

art collector Thomas S. Kaplan, Halsema asked Kaplan if he would like to lend his unique 

collection of Rembrandts. That is how we came up with the concept, Birnie said Tuesday during 

the presentation of 'Van Rembrandt tot Vermeer, meesterwerken van The Leiden Collection' 

[From Rembrandt to Vermeer, Masterpieces of The Leiden Collection] at the H’ART Museum, 

formerly the Hermitage. Kaplan and his wife built their art collection into one of the largest and 

most important privately owned collections of seventeenth-century art in the world. Named 

after Rembrandt’s birthplace, The Leiden Collection includes 250 paintings and drawings, 75 

of which are on display at the exhibition. The seventeen paintings and one drawing by 

Rembrandt have not been on display together before. 

Kaplan himself has never seen them displayed at the same time, he says, because he sees his 

Leiden Collection itself as a “lending library of old masters”. 

IN LOVE " I fell in love with Rembrandt when I was 6 and went with my mother to the 

Metropolitan Museum in New York," says Kaplan. But when she introduced him to modern 

art, speaking as a young child, all he could say was: “Take me back to Wembwandt”. The love 

has never passed and his success as an investor allowed him to afford the Dutch masters. In 

addition to Rembrandt, works by Frans Hals, Jan Steen, Ferdinand Bol, Jan Lievens, and 

Gerard Dou are also on display. Cherry on the cake, in the words of the H’ART Museum, is 

Young Woman Seated at a Virginal by Johannes Vermeer. It is the only privately owned 

Vermeer and has been restored especially for the occasion. 

The museum on the Amstel expects a large number of visitors, also from abroad. "For this, 

people will want to travel, so many Rembrandts together," Birnie predicts. The exhibition will 

be on display through August 24. 
 


