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Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection at the H'ART Museum  

American top collector Thomas Kaplan has been in love with Rembrandt for years: “I 

will never forget my first purchase 

 

Thanks to his love of Rembrandt, an intimate connection also arose with Amsterdam, the 

city where the seventeenth-century master created his best works. Specifically for the 

city’s 750th anniversary, American art lover, collector, and philanthropist Dr. Thomas S. 

Kaplan goes all out with a special present. He has lent all seventeen paintings and a 

drawing by Rembrandt that he owns for four months to the H’ART Museum. “The 

number of Rembrandts in the city has almost doubled in one go.” 

 

The American entrepreneur who amassed his fortune through the mining of precious metals, 

such as silver, gold, and platinum, came to Amsterdam especially for the opening of the 

exhibition Van Rembrandt tot Vermeer, meesterwerken van The Leiden Collection [From 

Rembrandt to Vermeer, Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection]. “I was six years old when 

I fell in love with Rembrandt at the Metropolitan Museum in New York. Every weekend I 

went back with my parents to see his paintings. I couldn’t get enough of it,” he says, laughing. 

“One day, my mother – in order to broaden my taste – decided to take me to the Museum of 

Modern Art. The story goes in our family that once I was standing in front of a white canvas 

with a red stripe on it, I decisively crossed my arms in front of my chest, shook my head and 

said: “I want to go back to Wembwandt.” I couldn’t pronounce his name very well because I 

was missing my two front teeth.” 

Billionaire Thomas Kaplan owns eighteen Rembrandts 

At the time, the billionaire would never have guessed that he would ever own eighteen 

Rembrandts himself. “Believe me, I am as surprised as you are that our collection – because 

I’m collecting together with my wife, Daphne – is so extensive. We started collecting Old 

Dutch Masters in 2003, actually a bit against the current, because the spirit of the time dictated 

that you really had to buy modern art if you wanted to count,” he says, as he meanders past the 

many paintings of Rembrandt’s students, such as Gerrit Dou, Govert Flinck, and Ferdinand 

Bol. 

“There was a period when we bought a painting every week,” he reveals. “Our collection now 

consists of more than 220 works, 75 of which are now on display at the H’ART Museum. 

Every single one a masterpiece. But I will never forget my first Rembrandt. Like you never 

forget your first time. It was this beauty: Study of a Woman in a White Cap from 1640. I 

bought her at an auction, and I made my bids over the phone. When the auctioneer was 

hammering off the lot and I understood that I had made the winning bid, I shouted so loud that 

the employee had to hold the phone 3 feet from his ear.” 

Previously, Kaplan had acquired a drawing by Rembrandt, a sketch of a resting young lion. 

“That means a lot to me too. Precisely because it unites two great loves of mine. Because not 

only does my heart beat faster for a Rembrandt, but for all cats and felines too. I am therefore 



 

 

also committed to protecting all wild felines, such as lions and tigers that are under threat of 

extinction.” 

 

The exhibition pays tribute to the city of Amsterdam in the seventeenth century with themes 

such as fashion, faith, and leisure, and to the enormous influence Rembrandt has had on his 

time and his contemporaries. The room in which Rembrandt is brought together with Jan 

Lievens, his colleague, friend, and rival from Leiden is very pleasant. One can see that they 

sometimes used each other as a model for their work. “That man with this pipe on the canvas 

Card Players by Lievens is obviously Rembrandt,” points out Kaplan. “When he was young, 

he very much looked up to Lievens. During his Leiden period, Lievens had a major influence 

on Rembrandt.” 

‘You don’t have to be a genius to buy a Rembrandt’ 

He can elaborate for hours on his collection, which also includes fine examples of Leiden fine 

painters, such as Frans van Mieris and Gerrit Dou. “They were among the most expensive 

artists in Europe at the time,” Kaplan says. 

According to the American, collecting is a breeze. “I always say: you do not have to be a 

genius to buy a Rembrandt, but you do to be one. That is why I want all the attention to be 

focused on the art works and not on me. I want to share it with the world. Nothing is more fun 

than that. The Leiden Collection is traveling all over the world. From China to Abu Dhabi, so 

that everyone everywhere can get to know the genius of Rembrandt and the Dutch masters.” 

 

 


