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Celebrating Amsterdam’s birthday with the works of Dutch painters 

Seventy-five paintings of Dutch masters kept in a private collection - including eighteen 

creations by Rembrandt - will be showcased this year on the occasion of the 750th 

anniversary of the founding of Amsterdam. The exhibition, named ‘From Rembrandt to 

Vermeer - Masterpieces from the Leiden Collection’, can be seen from April 9 to August 

24 at the H'ART Museum. 

According to the museum, the exhibition allows for a unique and intimate glimpse into the world 

of 17th century Netherlands through the eyes of the great Dutch masters - which include, in 

addition to Rembrandt, Frans Hals, Jan Steen, Ferdinand Bol, Gerard Dou and Frans van Mieris. 

The exhibition will also include the only Vermeer painting still in private hands, Young Woman 

Seated at a Virginal. 

The selection included in the exhibition presents numerous aspects of Amsterdam life, 

encompassing practically everything from food and drink, through reading and music, to 

parenthood and aging. The exhibition shows portraits and self-portraits, as well as character 

studies of people of different backgrounds at the market, in the pub, or at home. 

The focal point of the exhibition is seventeen paintings and one drawing by Rembrandt, who 

moved from Leiden to Amsterdam in 1630. 

Thomas Kaplan, an American-French art collector, has been an admirer of Rembrandt since 

childhood, and has assembled the Leiden Collection as an honor to the artist. 

The H'ART website notes that many women can be seen in the exhibition paintings, from rich 

matrons, through goddesses, to everyday citizens. They underline that the exhibition also 

includes a painting by Maria Schalcken, who was one of the few women painters of her age. 


