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Van Rembrandt tot Vermeer, meesterwerken uit The Leiden Collection [From 

Rembrandt to Vermeer, Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection] at H’ART Museum 

 

On the occasion of Amsterdam’s 750th ‘birthday’, the H’ART Museum showcases various 

facets of daily life in the 17th century. The exhibition From Rembrandt to Vermeer, 

Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection, has great artists from Dutch history come to 

life. This ranges from everyday reality to the privacy of home. In addition to works by 

Rembrandt van Rijn and Johannes Vermeer, there are also canvases, large and small, on 

display by famous masters such as Frans Hals, Jan Steen, and Ferdinand Bol. But also 

lesser known artists such as Maria Schalcken, Caspar Netscher, and Jacob Ochtervelt. 

 

Two years ago, Rembrandt and his contemporaries were on display at the same museum, also 

with works from the Leiden Collection. This collection is one of the largest and most important 

privately owned collections of Dutch 17th century art in the world. French-American 

entrepreneur Thomas S. Kaplan and his wife, Daphne Recanati Kaplan, have been building this 

collection since 2003. In addition to being a trader of raw materials (gold, silver, platinum, and 

hydrocarbons), Kaplan is also a philanthropist, conservationist, and thus collector of 17th 

century masters. His first purchase was Rembrandt's Study of a Woman in a White Cap, from 

1640. 

 

Many more would follow; of the entire collection, 75 are now at the museum on the Amstel. 

The first time Kaplan exhibited works from his collection was in 2017, at the Louvre in Paris. 

As a little six-year-old boy in New York, he saw his first Rembrandt, and from that moment on 

he went to see this every weekend with his mother. As an adolescent, his parents allowed him 

to choose their vacation destination, and naturally he chose Amsterdam, the city that made 

Rembrandt big. 

 

Influences 

Contrary to popular belief, Rembrandt’s influence reached farther than that of many others. 

Successors such as Goya and Turner, as well as painters from many generations after him, such 

as the modernists with Picasso first in line, have all said they were influenced by Rembrandt. 

He was one of the first to proudly and with flair create some paintings that not only enhanced 

his own reputation, but also that of the persons depicted, frequently the elite and his colleagues. 

Everyday life too, such as enjoying food, drinking, reading, and making music, vibrant youth, 

getting old and wrinkled or showing off your wealth. This wealth of themes was emulated 

greatly during his life and especially after his death. 

 

Eighteen Rembrandts and a Vermeer 

A private collection like this is not usually easy to view. It is also remarkable that the collectors 

are lending all Rembrandts specifically for this exhibition: Seventeen paintings and one 



 

 

drawing. In total, eighteen Rembrandts are shown together for the first time. In addition, The 

Leiden Collection is the only privately owned collection in the world that owns a painting by 

Johannes Vermeer. The work, Young Woman Seated at a Virginal (1670-75), was previously on 

display at the Vermeer exhibition in Amsterdam, two years ago at the Rijksmuseum. (A virginal 

is a type of harpsichord.) For this exhibition in particular, the Vermeer was restored and provided 

with a ‘new’ 17th century frame. 

 

Life in the 17th century 

Based on twelve themes, the 75 works of art, mainly portraits, by 27 artists, paint an accurate 

picture of urban life in the 17th century. Downstairs,, where the walls of the room have many 

shades from pink to deep red, the themes ‘Amsterdammers through Rembrandt’s eyes, 

‘Rembrandt portrays the Amsterdam elite’, ‘Meet the Artists’, ‘Fashion and Identity’, 

‘Characters and Expression’ and ‘Food and Trade’ are elaborated. 

 

On the floor above, the walls are many shades of blue, and the themes ‘The Moral of the Story’, 

‘Faith, ‘Knowledge and Wisdom’, ‘Youth’, ‘Old Age’ and ‘Leisure’ continue. All twelve 

themes are introduced with plain texts in the room, and a clear explanation for each of the works. 

The canvases on which Rembrandt portrays his younger colleague Jan Lievens in a group of 

singers are special, and Lievens, returning the favor, honors his colleague in another group of 

card players. 

 

Women depicted 

The exhibition showcases a relatively large number of women: from high society women and 

historical figures to business women and women in everyday scenes. 

The painting by Maria Schalcken is exceptional, she is one of the few well-known female artists 

of her time. She excelled in capturing subtle intimate scenes infused with refined elegance. Her 

works were long attributed to her brother Godfried, but research showed a different reality. 

Unfortunately, we know very little about her, but even though only a few works have been 

attributed to Schalcken, her skill is considered undisputed. 

 

From Rembrandt to Vermeer is an exhibition that you cannot get enough of. The enormous 

blow-ups made of a few paintings once again make it clear how many details were provided and 

how much craftsmanship was applied in the creation of the paintings. You could easily spend a 

couple of hours in front of each of the 75 works That same craftsmanship was demonstrated by 

the curators and designers. And Museum Card and City Card holders are especially lucky: they 

may enter free of charge at any time. 

 

From Rembrandt to Vermeer. Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection will be on display at 

the H’ART Museum through August 24, 2025. The catalog Kunst en leven in Rembrandts tijd 

[Art and Life in Rembrandt’s time] is available for purchase for €34.95. 

 

 


