
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Infobae 04/13/2025 Celeste Sawczuk 

The multi-million dollar auction of Rembrandt’s drawing that promotes feline conservation 

 

Thomas Kaplan, a well-known American art collector and philanthropist, announced the sale of a 

work of great historical value: Young Lion Resting (1638-42), a drawing by Rembrandt. 

The auction of this unique piece not only marks an important moment for the art market, but also 

has a transcendental purpose. Kaplan decided to allocate the proceeds of the sale to a cause that is 

very close to his heart: the conservation of large cats, such as lions, tigers, and jaguars. 

 

The sale is scheduled for next year and this Rembrandt drawing is expected to reach a record 

amount in the field of works on paper. 

The Rembrandt drawing and its artistic significance 

Young Lion Resting is an outstanding example of the animal studies made by Rembrandt in the 

1630s, a series that allowed him to explore feline anatomy and expression with a depth and 

realism that were uncommon at the time. 

 

The lion, depicted in three-quarter profile, demonstrates Rembrandt’s skill in capturing the 

animal’s essence, especially through the details in its eyes, which are accentuated with dark strokes, 

while the use of gray washes highlights the head and forelegs. 

This drawing is part of a small group of lion studies by Rembrandt, making it an even rarer piece. 

In fact, two related drawings, likely showing the same lion, are found in the British Museum. The 

work Kaplan chose to auction belongs to his famous “Leiden Collection,” which includes some of 

the Dutch painter’s best works. 

 

The sale of this drawing will be a significant event for the art market, especially considering that it 

could exceed $10 million, an amount that would put this drawing among the elite of the works on 

paper ever auctioned. 

In fact, the highest price achieved for a work of this type so far was Head of a Young Apostle, 

which sold for 29.7 million pounds (around $48 million) in 2012. 

Speaking to The Art Newspaper, Kaplan expressed confidence that the value of Young Lion Resting 

could exceed that figure, indicating that he expects the sale to “multiply tenfold” the initial price, 

given the value he places on the cause. 

Thomas Kaplan – collector and wildlife advocate 

Kaplan, president of the Electrum Group and one of the most prominent collectors of 17th-



 

 

century art, was a tireless advocate for the conservation of endangered species. His organization, 

Panthera, which he founded himself, is dedicated to the protection of big cats. 

This organization works globally to preserve the seven species of big cats: lions, tigers, pumas, 

leopards, jaguars, cheetahs, and snow leopards. Kaplan, who recently returned from a month-

long trip to India where he studied lions and snow leopards, demonstrated that his commitment to 

wildlife conservation is as strong as his passion for art. 

The collector has repeatedly stated that wildlife conservation is “the only passion that surpasses 

his love for Rembrandt.” According to Kaplan, his goal with the sale of Young Lion Resting is to 

attract more people to support big cat conservation, an issue of vital importance given the growing 

threat these species face due to habitat loss, poaching, and climate change. 

The sale of this work, then, is presented not only as a high-value transaction in the art world, but as 

an act of generosity and commitment to nature. 

 

The exhibition of the work at the H’ART Museum in Amsterdam 

Young Lion Resting is currently on display at the H’ART Museum in Amsterdam, an institution 

that recently became independent from the Hermitage of St. Petersburg following the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 

The exhibition, entitled From Rembrandt to Vermeer: Masterpieces from The Leiden Collection, 

presents an impressive selection of works by the 17th-century Dutch masters, including paintings 

by Rembrandt and Johannes Vermeer, as well as other artists of the Leiden school. 

The exhibition will be open until August 24 and is expected to attract numerous visitors interested 

in the work of these artistic masters. 

The fact that this iconic Rembrandt piece is on display at the H’ART Museum before being 

auctioned provides a rare opportunity for art lovers to admire it up close, which could contribute to 

increasing its auction value. 

Kaplan emphasized that the work is not only a testament to Rembrandt’s technical skill, but also a 

reflection of his profound understanding of animals’ “souls”. 
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