
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

El Confidencial April 16, 2025 A. N. 

The man with the most Rembrandt works in the world is selling the most expensive 

drawing ever 

 

A drawing of a lion drawn by Rembrandt’s own hand could now reach a record figure (for a 

painting done on paper) when it is auctioned next year. Thomas Kaplan is an American collector 

of 17th-century Dutch art, and he plans to use the proceeds for big cat conservation. “Wildlife 

conservation is my only passion, even more so than Rembrandt,” he said in an interview with The 

Art Newspaper. 

 

The drawing titled Young Lion Resting has recently been showcased in an exhibition featuring the 

Kaplan collection at the H’ART Museum in Amsterdam (formerly known as the Hermitage, 

though it broke ties with St. Petersburg following the invasion of Ukraine). From Rembrandt to 

Vermeer: Masterpieces from the Leiden Collection will be open until August 24. Kaplan seems 

fairly confident that the sale of the drawing will far exceed ten million dollars. 

 

The most expensive work on paper ever auctioned was Raphael’s Head of a Young Apostle by 

(around 1519), which sold for £29.7 million (then $48 million dollars) at Sotheby’s in 2012. 

Rembrandt would have been between 30 and 35 years old when he drew the lion. The fact that the 

animal has a leash around its neck underscores the fact that it was drawn from nature, 

presumably at a fairground or fair in Amsterdam. Two other drawings of lions in the British 

Museum probably represent the same animal. 

 

The most expensive work on paper ever auctioned was Rafael’s ‘Head of a Young Apostle,’ which 

sold for $48 million dollars. 

Lions were sometimes transferred from North Africa to the Netherlands by boat, by the Dutch 

East India Company. It is possible that Rembrandt would have drawn the animal for use in 

engravings of St. Jerome, who is often represented with his loyal lion. The drawing was purchased 

in 2005 by New Yorker Otto Naumann. Little is known of its previous buyer, although it could 

have passed through the hands of French collectors since the 18th century. 

 

This drawing was the first Rembrandt that Kaplan purchased, but he and his wife soon 

purchased no less than 17 more (coming to nearly one Rembrandt per year). According to the 

collector, there are only 40 paintings by the Dutch painter in private collections, which means he 

now owns almost half of them. All of his Rembrandts are on display at the Amsterdam exhibition, 

including the Self-Portrait with Shaded Eyes (1634). It came from the collection of Las Vegas 

casino owner Steve Wynn in 2008. 

 



 

The Amsterdam exhibition also includes nearly 60 paintings by other 17th-century Dutch artists 

such as Gerard ter Borch, Gerrit Dou, Carel Fabritius, Frans Hals, Jan Lievens, Frans van 

Mieris, and Jan Steen. Many of them belong to the so-called Leiden School and depict scenes in 

exquisite detail. But the most important painting in the exhibition is Young Woman seated at a 

virginal by Johannes Vermeer (1670-75). Kaplan acquired it in 2008, also from Wynn. It is the 

only one of 37 Vermeer works kept in a private collection. 

 

 

 


