
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Neue Zürcher Zeitung April 22, 2025 Philipp Meier 

It always had to be Rembrandt – the world’s largest private collection of paintings by the 

Dutch old master is the great passion of a gold mine investor 

To celebrate the 750th anniversary of the Dutch capital, the American “Leiden Collection” of 

entrepreneur Thomas Kaplan is showing no fewer than 18 paintings by Rembrandt as well as 

other masterpieces from his circle – and a rare Vermeer. 

Amsterdam celebrates its 750th anniversary. And to mark the occasion, one of the city’s most 

famous sons has now returned: Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn. The great painter of the 

Golden Age was born in the city of Leiden. However, he spent more than half of his life in the 

Dutch capital, the cultural epicenter of Holland. Amsterdam was his adopted home. Amsterdam 

brought him his artistic rise and ultimately immortal fame. 

A highlight of the celebration of Amsterdam and its rich history are no fewer than 18 paintings 

by Rembrandt. They will be on display in the HʼArt Museum as part of an exhibition of 17th 

century Dutch painting. All 75 works in the exquisite show come from the American “Leiden 

Collection.” Its name refers to Rembrandt’s birthplace. This private collection is also probably 

the largest collection of works by Rembrandt in the world. 

Thomas Kaplan discovered Rembrandt as a young child. He visited the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art in New York time and again with his parents. His precocious enthusiasm for the Dutch 

master did not change one day when his mother took him to the Museum of Modern Art 

(MoMA) to broaden his educational horizons in the field of art. “Bling me back to Lembblandt,” 

the six-year-old boy is said to have lisped to his mother, lacking his front baby teeth at the time, 

when he found himself in front of a white canvas with a red line at the MoMA. 

Take me back to Rembrandt: For Thomas Kaplan, it always had to be Rembrandt. Now the 

collector is returning to Amsterdam with his Rembrandts – a city he has visited whenever he 

had the opportunity. And for one reason in particular: Rembrandt.  

An egomaniac 

Since 2003, Thomas Kaplan has bought all the Rembrandt paintings available on the market. He 

found and acquired them with the help of old master dealers or through auction houses such as 

Sotheby’s and Christie’s. He also collected the old masters of Rembrandt’s circle, such as Gerrit 

Dou, Jan Lievens, Frans Hals, Jan Steen, and Gerard ter Borch. Today, his collection comprises 

around 220 works – including a Vermeer. 

Thomas Kaplan made his fortune with gold and silver mines. He was already a billionaire at the 

age of 35. However, in his wildest dreams, the 62-year-old entrepreneur could never have 

imagined that he would ever own a Rembrandt. In general: Collecting art. “I’m not a 

materialist,” Kaplan used to say. Until one day he came across a small painting by Gerard Dou, 

a student of Rembrandt – a portrait of a Dutch lawyer. It was painted on an alloy of silver and 

copper. The attraction for the gold and silver dealer was undoubtedly also due to the material of 



the palm-sized work. 

“My wife asked where this was going,” recalls Kaplan of the beginning of his passion for 

collecting. One picture was an accident, he replied, two were a collection. And so the Kaplans 

were soon buying an additional work every week. Today, the charismatic collector makes no 

secret of his enthusiasm for Dutch Old Master art. Thomas Kaplan is also a passionate art 

mediator – with a subtle understanding of the painter Rembrandt as a person. 

This is where Rembrandt became Rembrandt, where he arrived where he wanted to be, explains 

Kaplan in Amsterdam in front of the “Self-Portrait with Shadowed Eyes.” Rembrandt painted it 

in 1634, shortly after he had settled in Amsterdam. It shows the master in a beret and fur-

trimmed cloak: elegant, self-confident, with a concentrated gaze on the viewer – a young man 

who knows what he wants. 

Rembrandt was an egomaniac and no one, not even Picasso, created more portraits of himself 

than he did, explains Kaplan. However, the self-portraits sold very well. Anyone who has had a 

Rembrandt by Rembrandt hanging on their wall at home has made it: Rembrandt meant the 

highest prestige in the elite circles of the time. “It was like owning a Warhol today.” 

Thomas Kaplan’s need to share not only his art treasures with the public, but also his passion 

for them, is especially palpable in such vivid references to our times. He is convinced that art 

can build bridges, even across the centuries. 

Cat love  

Thomas Kaplan is an art collector, but he does not live with his works. He sees them as a kind 

of library. In recent years, he has sent countless works on loan to exhibitions and museums 

around the world. Because Kaplan is more an aesthete with a vision than a proud owner. When 

he announces in Amsterdam that the very first work he acquired from Rembrandt will be 

auctioned off after the exhibition, he is doing it for a good cause. 

It is a drawing of a young lioness lying down. The proceeds will benefit large wild cats – another 

of Kaplan’s passions. Since 2006, he has been campaigning worldwide for cats of prey in the 

wild with his Panthera Foundation. The beauty of these animals appealed to him. 

Kaplan has a rather differentiated idea of beauty. He shares his favorite work in his collection. 

And reveals that for him, beauty does not stop at the shiny surface, but has to do with depth. His 

favorite is the late portrait of an old woman. In this dark painting, Rembrandt gives her the same 

dignity – with the impasto application so characteristic of his painting style – that he used to 

give to every other person, whether nobleman, young woman, or child. 

Kaplan is also convinced that the woman depicted is the same as the servant with the white hood 

in the first Rembrandt painting he acquired: It is a study in oil from 1640, which probably shows 

an employee in Rembrandt’s Amsterdam household. 

An absolute highlight of the “Leiden Collection,” however, is the small painting by Johannes 

Vermeer, which was already on display in the major Amsterdam Vermeer exhibition at the 

Rijksmuseum in 2023. Works by Vermeer in private ownership are extremely rare; only 37 

paintings by the Delft master are known to exist. Thomas Kaplan came across this gem by a 

stroke of luck. 



During the 2008 financial crisis, Las Vegas casino operator Steve Wynn wanted to get rid of it. 

Kaplan had to take it over as an addition, so to speak, in order to be able to buy the 

aforementioned “Self-Portrait with Shadowed Eyes” by Rembrandt from Wynn. He 

immediately realized that the Vermeer was an even bigger trophy than the Rembrandt. 

Now the small painting, which measures no more than A4 and shows a young woman at the 

harpsichord, is being presented for the first time in Amsterdam in a rare original frame from the 

period. 

 


