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ARTN IN REVIEW

- Envisioning Dutch America

ART REVIEW

-~ An exhibition uses painting’s from the Dutch Golden Age to imagine life in New Amsterdam during the 17th century

By DianE COLE

s part of its cele-

bration of Amer-

ica’s 250th anni-

versary, the New

York Historical

travels even fur-
ther back in time to high-
light the.city’s Dutch ori-
gins—going back to 1626,
when the colonial outpost of
New Amsterdam, now known
as New York City, became
the colonial capital of New
Netherland.

“Old Masters, New Am-
sterdam” brings together
evocative canvases of the
Dutch Golden Age by Rem-
brandt van Rijn, Frans Hals,
Jan Steen and their Nether-
landish contemporaries. Al-
though none of these artists
visited New Amsterdam, the
overlap between the years in
which they were active and
the decades of the colony’s
existence, which ended with
Britain’s takeover in 1664,
provides the rationale for
viewing these exquisitely de-
tailled scenes of life in the Old
World as a historical mirror of
the settlers’ new homeland in
New Amsterdam.

The exhibit 1s curated by Ar-
thur K. Wheelock Jr., senior ad-

viser to the privately owned Lei-
den-Collection, which lent 45 of its
paintings to the show, and histo-
rian Russell Shorto, author of
“Taking’Manhattan: The Extraor-
dinary Events That Created New
York and Shaped America.” Other
of the exhibition’s 107 objects
come from private collections and
from such institutions as the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, and the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts.
Historic maps remind us of the
area’s enduring place names with
which the Dutch left their mark,
in Brooklyn (originally called
Breukelen), Harlem (Haarlem),
Bushwick (Boswijck) and Sandy
Hook (Sant Hoek). The exhibit fur-
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ther posits that the Dutch brought
with them the business-friendly
entrepreneurial attitudes that
helped make New York the center
of commerce and capitalism it re-
mains today.

In addition, having cast off the
rule of Spain’s €atholic monarchy,
the newly -iormed Dutch Republic
espoused a greater, though still in-
complete, sense of religious toler-
ance. That helped foster a baseline
of acceptance that suited a pros-
perous port city where even in the
1640s up to 18 languages were
spoken by inhabitants from around

" the world.

Witness the fire-damaged copy

- of the 1657 “Flushing Remon-

strance,” on loan from the New
York State Archives, which some
regard as the first statement of re-
ligious freedom in America. In re-
sponse to the decision of Peter
Stuyvesant, New Amsterdam’s di-
rector-general, to bar Quakers

from the colony, Flushing commu-
nity leaders appealed, describing
religious liberty as “the glory of
the outward State of Holland” and
petitioning him to ensure its ex-
tension to all colonists, including
“Jews, Turkes and Egiptians.”

Even so, in addition to trading
furs, spices and textiles, the Dutch
West India Company, which had
founded the colony, also brought
to the New World enslaved Afri-
cans, exploiting their labor as well
as that of indigenous Americans.

Paintings by Rembrandt and
from his studio are sprinkled
throughout. Most notable is his
“Self-Portrait With Shaded Eyes”
(1634), in which he wears a jaunty
beret and the whisper of a smile.
Contrasting shadows and ruddy
cheeks characterize the Frans Hals
portrait of Lutheran preacher Con-
radus Viétor (1664 ), seen with a
tightly clasped Bible.

Most eye-catching is Jan

‘Peasants Merrymaking Outside
an Inn’ (c. 1676), by Jan Steen.
The painting is on loan from the
Leiden Collection.

Steen’s exuberant, large-scale oil
painting “Peasants Merrymaking
Outside an Inn” (c. 1676), which
despite its title captures towns-
people of all social classes and
ages, many participating with rau-
cous delight, others observing
with polite reserve. Among other
vignettes of village life, Steen
shows a mother nursing her baby;
a child stuffing himself with picnic
treats; and numerous flagons and
steins of beer fueling the good
time being had by all.

Perhaps too good a time. Sev-
eral paintings underline Stuyve-
sant’s complaint that “brandy
shops, tobacco or beer houses” oc-
cupy nearly a quarter of New Am-
sterdam’s buildings. “Card Players”

(1625), by Jan Lievens, de-
picts a dimly lighted, tightly
grouped band of gamblers re-
acting to a hand’s denoue-
ment. The dangers of tip-
pling are intimated in the
genre scenes “Encourage-
ment to Drink” (1648-50) by
Gerard ter Borch and “Young
Man Smoking and a Woman
Pouring Beer” (c. 1656-58) by
Gabriel Metsu.

The era’s hearty appetite
for food 1s suggested in one
of Metsu’s largest canvases
(approximately 62 by 49
inches), “Woman Selling
Game From a Stall”

(c. 1653-54). The buxom stall-
owner lifts a furry, giant hare,
its dead eyes glazed, as a
primly dressed female cus-
tomer offers coins in pay-
ment. Strewn about the
messy stand are a freshly
killed rooster, duck and goose.

Live dogs, birds and
other pets make themselves
known in a variety of do-
mestic scenes, as in the
sweetly appealing “Young
Woman Feeding a Parrot”
(1663) by Frans van Mieris.

A final gallery provides a

glimpse of Wall Street, named for

the boundary wall built by the
Dutch between 1653 and 1663, in

Francis Guv’s 1797 painting of the
Tontine Coffee House, famous as a

stockbrokers’ meeting place. An
American flag flutters above the
red brick building, while mer-
chants cluster and converse out-
side its entrance. They, like the
workmen loading barrels on the
street, are all attending to the
business of the once Dutch, now
fully American port city we call
New York.

Old Masters, New Amsterdam
New York Historical,
through Aug. 30

Ms. Cole, the author of the memoir
“After Great Pain: A New Life
Emerges,” writes on books and
arts for the Journal.
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Film
“Late Fame” (Aug. /)

Willem Dafoe plays a for-
gotten New York poet working
in a post office who is redis-
covered by a circle of young
artists. Kent Jones directs
Samy Burch's (“May Decem-
ber”) screen adaptation of Ar-
thur Schnitzler’s posthumously
published novella, which aleo
features Greta Lee and Ed-
mund Donovan.

“Super Troopers 3” (Aug. /)
The third installation of
the comedy saga sees the
Vermont state troopers
plotting to stop a drug ring
and dealing with an extrava-
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environment, spirituality and

| black history.

TV
“The Shards”
(FX/Hulu, Aug. 5)

Ryan Murphy and Bret
Easton Ellis adapt Mr. Ellis’s
2023 autofiction novel, which
is set at an elite Los Angeles
prep school in 1981 and fol-
lows a group of privileged se-
niore whoee lives begin to
unravel with the arrival of a
new student and the emer-
gence of a serial killer target-
INng teenagers.

“Ted Lasso,” Season 4
(Apple TV, Aug. 5)

Jason Sudeikis’s comedy
returns three years after its

Willem Dafoe in Kent Jones’s ‘Late Fame.

gant wedding. Again di-
rected by Jay Chan-
drasekhar, the cast includes
Brian Cox, Marisa Coughlan,
Nat Faxon, Chace Crawford
and Hannah Simone.

Art

“Olalekan Jeyifous:
Hydricosmic Litanies”
(Walker Art Center, Minneap-
olis, Aug. 6-Jan. 3, 2027)

The artist, architect and-
designer, born in Nigeria and
now based in Brooklyn, N.Y,
receives his first solo mu-
seum exhibition. Framed as a
display of artifacts from a fic-
tional river enclave, the pre-
sentation features sculptures,
videos, soundscapes and
more that are inspired by tra-
ditional African art and ex-
plore themes related to the

presumed finale. Ted comes
back to Richmond to coach a
second-division women’s
football team, with¥Hannah
Waddingham, Juno Temple,
Brett Goldstein, Brendan
Hunt and Jeremy Swift re-

turning and episodes releas-

Ing weekly.

Theater
“Disruption”
(Romulus Linney Courtyard
Theatre at Pershing Square
Signature Center, New York,
through Oct. 4) |
After a lucrative exit from
Silicon Valley, a tech entre-
preneur pitches his three
closest friends an algorithm
he says can make their big-
gest life decisions better
than they can. Andrew
Stein’s thriller, directed by

_____________________________________________________________
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